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 I, Pete Pineda, would like to comment on hazardous waste determination on which the 
EPA is accepting comments. I am concerned with this issue because I myself am a local 
regulator at the POTW level, and are aware of the many potential problems there are from 
hospital and academic laboratories. Most of the commercial facilities that have laboratories 
(hospitals and universities) are quite large and house many labs, which are primarily independent 
of each other; i.e. they perform different research and therefore generate different waste. The 
waste generated may or may not be hazardous, if it is not hazardous the facility can technically 
discharge it to the POTW with little or no restrictions as there are no regulations governing these 
types of facilities; they are strictly regulated under 40 CFR 403, the general pretreatment 
guidelines. Therefore they are only subject to local limits if they are under a control document 
(permit), which they wouldn't be unless it could be documented that they discharge in excess of 
25,000 gpd of process wastewater (lab waste in this scenario). With this said it is very important 
to ensure that these facilities and the people working for them understand what materials they are 
dealing with and how to dispose of them; because ultimately the pollutants housed in these 
facilities can be easily discharged to a river through a local sewer system and POTW.   
 
 
Specifically, I am going to respond to the following four points that the EPA is soliciting 
comments on:  
1. When should the hazardous waste determination be made in a laboratory setting?  
2. What training is needed for lab personnel concerning hazardous waste determinations 

(e.g., full RCRA training or training that is made specific to chemical management 
duties)?  

3. How should waste be labeled so it can be appropriately managed as hazardous waste 
(e.g., the words "hazardous waste" or a detailed chemical description)?  

4. Where should the hazardous waste determination be made (e.g., on the bench or in the 
90 to 180 day storage area)? 

 



 Hazardous waste determination is currently done at the point of generation and should 
be so in the laboratory as well.  The individual conducting the lab experiments and ultimately 
creating the waste should be aware of the characteristics of the waste and its possible effects, 
however they may not have the necessary RCRA training to make a hazardous waste 
determination. Therefore this type of individual can not make the determination but they are in 
fact the person with the most information on the waste. Therefore, although it seems tedious, I 
would propose a system that incorporates at least one fulltime position of a RCRA trained 
individual in the storage area which would make all determinations at the time off drop off in the 
presence of the individual who created the waste. This would allow the laboratory staff to 
conduct their research while ensuring that their subsequent waste is properly stored and disposed.  
The basic lab training that is currently given to the laboratory staff should suffice as the 
hazardous waste determination is made by a fully RCRA trained individual in the storage area. 
Once in the storage area the laboratory waste must be properly labeled to ensure correct storage 
and disposal procedures. This requires more information then simply a hazardous waste sticker, 
as there are potential problems such as incompatibility. A detailed description label should be 
placed on the container; it should include all-important data as well as references to laboratory 
notebooks and MSDSs  for further information. This valued information is necessary for correct 
storage as to meet fire code and also ensures a healthy working environment.  This scenario I 
have described would have the hazardous waste determination made in the 90 to 180 day storage 
area by a fully trained RCRA individual with the strict restriction that the determination is made 
at the time of drop off, not 1 - 6 months later when the person who generated the waste may not 
even be working in the lab anymore (school semesters typically run 3 - 4 months).  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Pete Pineda 
Sanitary Engineer 
Industrial Waste Unit 
Philadelphia Water Department  


